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Fig. 1. (a) Funnel plot. The circles represent the point estimates of the
trials. The pattern of distribution resembles an inverted funnel. Larger
studies tend to be closer to the pooled estimate (the dashed ling). In
this case, the effect sizes of the smaller studies are more or less sym-
metrically distributed around the pooled estimate. (b) Publication
bias. This funnel plot shows that the smaller studies are not symmet-
rically distributed around either the point estimate {dominated by the
larger trials) or the results of the larger trials themselves. The trials ex-
pected in the bottom right quadrant are missing. One possible expla-
nation for this set of results is publication bias—an overestimate of
the treatment effect relative to the underlying truth.
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